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Primary Source Analysis
What type of primary source is this? What special considerations should we keep in mind when analyzing and interpreting this type of primary source? In other words, how is this type of primary source different or unique from other types of primary sources?

The primary source is visual, a photograph. When analyzing a photo, one should first ask themselves what they already know about the photo, photographer, location, date, or any description/caption on the photo. Second, the subject matter, what is happening in the photo. For example, is it a portrait, an event, or a building? Then start looking at individual parts of the photograph, the background and foreground, and what catches the eye first (Levesque et al., 2014). Also to be analyzed are the feelings expressed by people in the photo and the feelings the photo evokes in the viewer.
The viewer should also ask themselves why the photographer took the photo, whether for a documentary, to create an artistic impression or advertise something. Moreover, the viewer should ask themselves the photographer's decision when taking the photo, how they were posed, and how their perspective, angle, and focus. Why was it taken at the exact moment, what events preceded and followed the photo? The viewer should also raise the questions they have after viewing the photo (Levesque et al., 2014). Photos are a unique source because they capture a moment in time in a visual medium, provide information that is difficult to convey through written formats, such as decor and art, and evoke memories and/or emotions in the viewer.





In your own words, thoroughly describe the source. If this is a visual source, describe what you see; if this is a written source, explain what it says. You should refrain from analyzing the source here, but instead strive to describe it faithfully on its own terms.


The photo is of a street, a busy one, or on a busy day. Many people are walking along, most buying or selling on the sides. The presence of children and people from different ethnicities and backgrounds indicates a friendly environment for everyone. Next to the buildings are extensions of what seems like canvas, with vendors selling their goods and services. There are also horse carriages, implying they brought a product to the market, or buyers came in them to carry their luggage. The photo is taken randomly, not posed. The photographer's intention could have been to document the evolution of business or advocate for better marketing conditions.
When was it created?

The photograph was taken in 1903. 
Who created it?
An unknown photographer took the photograph, which is now in the National Archives and Records Administration's custody.
Speculate on the creator’s biases. How might the creator’s background, or the historical context in which he or she created the source, have shaped it?

The photograph's creator intended to show the coexistence of the people of different origins; the marketplace on a busy day is a perfect way to show it. During that time, people migrated into the United States, running from violence and slavery in their homes. A market in the most famous people with all these people was the evidence.
Who might its intended audience have been? How might its intended audience have shaped what appears in the source?

 The photograph may have been intended for other foreigners to show them they'd be safe. It may also have been a cry to those responsible for creating a larger market that'd accommodate these people since it’s clear business was good. If it was a cry to the government for a marketplace, they were to blame for the congested situation. 



What is one thing that we learn about the past from this primary source?

We learn that discrimination based on origin, race, among other factors, was not in all of the United States; the people in the photograph are calm, no one seems to have a problem with the other. 
What is one question that you would like to ask about this primary source, or what is one thing you'd like to know about it that might help you analyze and interpret it?

In this era, there was heavy migration of people into the united states. With people from various places of the world in the market, I'd like to know if there were challenges in communication and how they overcame them.
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